
had been prolonged, in a greatly increased volume of fire on 
the part of the American troops. 

PREPARING FOR THE CAMPAIGN OF 1919 

At this point it is appropriate to comment on the fact that 
there were many articles of munitions in which American pro
duction reached great amounts by the fall o f 1918 but which 
were not used in large quantities at the front because the 
armistice was signed before big supplies of them reached 
France. In the main, these munitions were articles of ordnance 
and aviation, equipment involving such technical difficulties 
of manufacture that their production could not be improvised 
or even greatly abbreviated in time. 

As the production figures are scrutinized in retrospect, and 
it is realized that many millions of dollars were spent on army 
equipment that was never used at the front, it seems fair to 
question whether prudent foresight could not have avoided 
some of this expense. 

Perhaps the best answer to the question is to be found in 
the record of a conference that took place in the little French 
town of Trois Fontaines on October 4, 1918, between Marshal 
Foch and the American Secretary of War. 

In that conference the allied commander in chief made final 
arrangements with the American Secretary as to the ship
ment of American troops and munitions in great numbers 
during the fall and winter preparatory for the campaign of 
1919. 

This was one day before the first German peace note and 
38 days before the end of the war, but Marshal Foch was 
then calling upon America to make her great shipments of 
munitions and her supreme contribution of man power for 
the campaign of the following year. 

SUMMARY 

1. When war was declared the Army had on hand nearly 
600,000 Springfield rifles. Their manufacture was continued, 
and the American Enfield rifle designed and put into produc
tion. 


